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t’s pretty hard to visualize the
Iawesomeness of outer space, the

literal infinity that exists in ev-
ery direction beyond Earth’s at-
mosphere. Indeed, it’s staggering to
the imagination. Consider that if
we achieve the speed of light—
roughly 186,000 miles per second—
the closest star would be several
years travel time away. But that’s
nothing. Not even scratching the
surface. There are stars visible only
to the giant telescopes, stars whose
light is just now reaching our op-
tical perimeter—stars which may
have been dead for ages before the
light of their birth becomes appar-
ent. And beyond these, countless bil-
lions of stars whose light will con-
ceivably never reach us if we con-
sider never as future ages of time
as we measure it.

es, it’s a big universe we're
y tapping. Like children putting
our first foot outside the protective
walls of a cradle. We've first got
to learn to stand up, then walk, and
finally run. And even when we run
we’ll be getting nowhere at a snail’s
pace. That’s how big space is.

cience fiction authors have often

tried to paint a picture of this
utter vastness. But only once in
awhile are they successful. This
month we present a novel by the old
“world wrecker,” Edmond Hamilton,
which imparts some of that feeling.
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In THE GODMEN, Ed shows you
the universe as men may one day
be privileged to view it. Not as
flesh-bound mortals with a limited
life-span, but as entities of pure
thought-force, able to project par-
secs of space in a fraction of a
second. It’s a staggering concept,
but within the realm of possibility
since science fiction erects no
theoretical limits, You’ll enjoy THE
GODMEN, and perhaps it will set
you thinking . . .

Getting back to a more earthly
view of things cosmic, we've
been enjoying our 4 inch reflecting
telescope quite a bit in recent
months. The surface of the Moon
is a fascinating sight always, par-
ticularly when we know that men
will set foot on it within a relative-
ly short time. But of even more
dramatic impact is a look at the
various planets. Jupiter, for exam-
ple, which appears as a star to
the naked eye. To see it hanging as
a_ball in space, with at least four
of its Moons in- orbit, that’s some-
thing. And if your eyes are accus-
tomed to telescopic viewing, you can
even make out the fabled “red spot.”
We heartily recommend all space-
minded readers (and who isn’t!)
secure a good telescope—available
at under a hundred dollars—and
have a ball. Which about winds
things up for this issue.



